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Day 1 - September 23: Our trip got off to a great 
start with an introductory dinner at the Blue Suites 
Hotel in Bogota with high hopes for many great 
birds to come.  
 
Day 2 - September 24: Everyone was surprisingly 
chipper this morning as we rolled out of the hotel 
at 4:30am for a two-hour winding drive into the 
Bosque Guajira section of the massive Chingaza 
National Park in the eastern Andes. Our early start 
was quickly rewarded with a huge mixed flock 
which included 4 species of Flowerpiercer, three 
species of Mountain-Tanager, and a handful of 
mind-blowing Black-billed Mountain-Toucans 
foraging close to the road. We also got fantastic 
looks at a flock of the gorgeous, locally endemic 
and endangered Brown-breasted Parakeet. After a 
delightfully filling authentic Colombian lunch at a 

roadside grill, we headed for the famous Observatorio de Colibríes where we enjoyed swarms of Sparkling 
Violetears, unreal Sword-billed Hummingbirds and Black-tailed Trainbearers and diminutive White-bellied 
Woodstars. 
 
Day 3 - September 25: With an afternoon flight to Pereira in our future we had to stay relatively close to Bogota, 
so we headed for the large urban wetland known as Parque La Florida. It wasn’t long before we locked eyes on 
our main targets, two incredibly range-restricted endemics, the shockingly brazen Bogota Rail and the furtive 
Silvery-throated Spinetail. We ticked our first proper raptor of the trip with White-tailed Kite and took advantage 
of our only opportunity at Spot-flanked Gallinule. On the way back to the bus we struck migrant gold in the middle 
of a random parking lot surrounded by forest and teeming with Eastern Kingbirds and a smattering of other boreal 
migrants like Eastern Wood-Pewee, Red-eyed Vireo and Blackburnian Warbler. We capped off a short but 
productive day of birding with excellent looks at the near endemic Rufous-browed Conebill.  
 
Day 4 - September 26: After a late arrival to Manizales last night, we had a leisurely late breakfast before 
commencing our journey to 14,200ft at the headquarters of Parque Nacional Nevados del Ruiz. We first stopped 
halfway up for some delightful coca tea to help 
adjust to the elevation, adding the local, orange-
faced variety of Many-striped Canastero and a 
pair of fearless Stout-billed Cinclodes to our tally. 
Further along the road we got incredible looks at 
one of the rarer birds for the trip, Rufous-fronted 
Parakeet. Finally reaching the top around 0900, 
we quickly scored our next target, paramo-
dwelling Buffy Helmetcrest with a minuscule 
range in the Colombian central Andes. 
Descending into the ever-misty confines of the 
elfin forest we decamped for the afternoon at the 
famous Termales del Ruiz and marvelled at a 
kaleidoscope of spectacular hummingbirds as the 
sulphurous steam swirled around us.  
 
Day 5 - September 27: Our entire day was spent 

Tanager Finch by Bobby Wilcox 

Andean Cock-of-the-rock by Bobby Wilcox 
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at Rio Blanco Reserve, which protects the 
watershed for Manizales and thus a massive 
tract of undisturbed cloud forest. Following a 
hearty breakfast, we ventured into the forest 
with a bucket of worms to lure out a trio of 
Antpittas, Bicolored, Chestnut-crowned and 
Brown-banded. In between having our minds 
blown by Antpittas we ran into an epic mixed 
flock and had fantastic looks at Crimson-mantled 
Woodpecker, Capped Conebill and the super 
rare and range-restricted Masked Saltator, 
amongst many others. The holes in the day were 
filled with blindingly close observations of 11 
different spectacular species of hummingbird 
and we polished off the excursion with a pair of 
highly entertaining White-capped Dippers (or as 
Barbara endearingly renamed them, Dip-dips). 
 

Day 6 - September 28: Our final morning in the Manizales area was spent visiting various feeding stations at the 
working cattle ranch Hacienda el Bosque. At our first stop we had an intimate encounter with a sharp Equatorial 
Antpitta (recently split from the Rufous Antpitta complex), on the way getting nice looks at Red-crested Cotinga. 
After a nice leisurely hummer stop and coffee break to wait out a rain shower, we proceeded to our last feeding 
station where our target, Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan quickly obliged with ridiculously close views of its 
rainbow plumage.  And as the final buzzer sounded a trio of enormous Hooded Mountain Tanagers dropped in, 
ensuring a victorious morning.  
 
Day 7 - September 29: Back on an early schedule today we split up into three cheerfully coloured open-backed 
Jeeps and began a long and bumpy trek into cloud forest above Jardin. After an exceedingly hearty breakfast and 
a pair of gaudy Acorn Woodpeckers, we wandered over hill, dale and soccer pitch to our final antpitta feeding 
station. Before we could even take our places in the peanut gallery, the resident Chami Antpitta pair was 
entertaining us, scampering between legs and 
over shoes and we soon had them eating from our 
hands. The afternoon entertainment certainly 
gave the morning show a run for its money as 
close to twenty Andean Cocks-of-the-Rock put on 
a gaudy and absurd show of testosterone. As the 
thunder rumbled rain overhead, we eked out an 
epic tanager flock featuring such stunners as Blue-
necked, Golden, Flame-rumped, Bay-headed and 
the near-endemic Scrub.  
 
Day 8 - September 30: Today we ventured into the 
lush and verdant mid-elevation cloud forest above 
las Tangaras Lodge. We had barely exited the 
vehicles when our first mixed flock descended 
upon us, filled with tanagers, flycatchers and 
furnariids of all varieties, some of the highlights 
being: Purplish-mantled Tanager, Golden-collared 
Honeycreeper and Pacific Tuftedcheek. Later, on a 
narrow path through the forest, a second mixed 

Chami Antpitta by Bobby Wilcox 

Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan by Bobby Wilcox 
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flock produced excellent looks at Toucan 
Barbet, Olivaceous Piha and Orange-
breasted Fruiteater. At a visit to a nearby 
hummer feeding station we saw ten 
incredible species including Velvet-purple 
Coronet, Empress Brilliant and Violet-tailed 
Sylph. Back at las Tangaras we had some nice 
feeder viewing with our first Black-winged 
Saltators, a raucous gang of Sickle-winged 
Guans and a pair of Crab-eating Foxes to 
close out the day. 
 
Day 9 - October 1: A long drive into the cloud 
forest above Carmen de Atrato brought us to 
some of the best accessible high-elevation 
forest in the western Andes, with some very 
special range-restricted targets on our list. 
While rain dampened bird activity for much 
of the morning, we managed to secure 
excellent looks at the two main birds on our 

wish list, the extremely isolated Munchique Wood-Wren and the skulky but spectacular Tanager Finch. Back at las 
Tangaras for lunch we got our first looks at Bay Wren and Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant before departing for 
Medellin. A stop for coffee on the way to Medellin was good for our first White-browed Gnatcatcher and the 
endemic Greyish Piculet. Dinner at our hotel in Medellin provided us with one of the most memorable experiences 
of the trip, dancing and singing along amidst a serendipitous quinceañera celebration within a cavernous 
restaurant filled with bird murals and forest decorations.  
 
Day 10 - October 2: We began our day in nicely forested park on the outskirts of Medellin, where we quickly 
bagged our main targets, Colombian Chachalaca and Red-bellied Grackle while dodging marauding bands of 
mountain bikers. At our lunch stop, the Bean Palace, we had some nice tanager and flycatcher viewing from the 
balcony, along with a weird billboard featuring a man kissing horse. 
 
Our final stop of the day was some pastureland behind Hotel 
el Condor, some of the highlights being a mixed nest colony 
of Chestnut-headed Oropendolas and Yellow-rumped 
Caciques, a pair of vociferous Chestnut-fronted Macaws and 
a Lineated Woodpecker. 
 
Day 11 - October 3: Our entire day was devoted to birding the 
humid lowland forest of Reserva Natural Cañon del Rio Claro. 
We started off strong with great looks at Chestnut-backed 
Antbird, Barred Puffbird and the endemic Antioquia Bristle-
Tyrant. As the morning wore on, we added a few more 
endemics, Beautiful Woodpecker and White-mantled Barbet, 
as a massive King Vulture soared overhead. Returning to the 
park after our first proper siesta of the trip we picked up some 
nice new species including both Rufous and Broad-billed 
Motmot and Chestnut-mandibled Toucan before heading for 
the famous Oilbird cave. Sitting on a beach along the Rio 
Claro, opposite a small cave mouth with a waterfall gushing 

Bogota Rail by Bobby Wilcox 
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from it, we watched enraptured as these exceedingly strange birds flapped and squawked their way out of the 
cave as night fell, off for their nightly fruit-foraging mission in the treetops. Surely one of the most memorable 
moments of the trip.  
 
Day 12 - October 4: Alas, all birding trips must come to an end, but our final day was not without excitement. A 
morning sojourn to some pasturelands in the Magdalena River floodplain was quite productive with excellent 
looks at the uncommon White-eared Conebill, a pair of hilarious dancing Black-capped Donacobius, Laughing 
Falcon and an elusive Pearl Kite. As an appropriate culmination to our incredible tour, we visited what else but a 
hummingbird feeding station with over 30 feeders, adding a few final species to our list like Gorgeted Woodstar, 
White-necked Jacobin and the endemic Indigo-capped Hummingbird. Our final dinner featured laughter and 
limericks and more margaritas than were strictly necessary, but with this group I would expect nothing less. 
 
 

 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report:  https://ebird.org/tripreport/78389 
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